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When metal tubes were first announced, as distinct from being actually released,
included in the list of six types was an indirectly-heated output triode assigned the
type number 6 D 5. The reason for including such an odd-ball type will probably
never be known as such a tube had never previously been made or distributed by
RCA.
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Coupled with this was the initial absence of any output power pentode in the metal

range and it is interesting to speculate why no such tube was included and whether
there was any intention to promote a return to the use of triodes as output tubes in
preference to pentodes.
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As it happened early productions of some makes of 6F6 pentodes and 5Z4 rectifiers

did give trouble in service to the extent that receiver manufacturers using them

turned to octal-base "G” type as soon as the latter bacame available.
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